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Delicate Arch 
Type of hike: Out and back. 

Total distance: 3 miles. 

Elevation gain: 480 feet. 

Time required: 2 3 hours. 

Maps: Trails Illustrated Arches National Park and USGS Arches National Park. 

Starting point: Wolfe Ranch Parking Area. 

Finding the trailhead: To find the trailhead, drive 11.7 miles north into the park on the main road until you see the righthand turn to Delicate Arch and Wolfe Ranch. Turn right and drive another 1.2 miles to the parking area on your left (north) where the pavement ends. 

The hike: If you've ever seen a postcard or poster of Arches National Park, you've probably seen Delicate Arch. This amazing arch has become the symbol of Arches national Park, which is somewhat surprising since it's barely visible from the road. The trail to Delicate Arch is not a stroll. This is a real hike, and you should be prepared. Bring extra water (a minimum of 1 quart per person), wear good hiking shoes, and try to avoid the midday heat. The NPS describes the trail as "moderately strenuous." At the trailhead you can see the remains of the Wolfe Ranch, settled in 1888 and abandoned in 1910. Shortly after leaving the trailhead, you cross over Salt Wash on a suspension bridge. Right after the suspension bridge, you might notice a large pile of "green stuff" on your right. This is volcanic ash with a high iron content that has gone through a chemical process that gives it this greenish cast. Just after the bridge, you can take a short side trip to the left to a Ute petroglyph panel. During the first part of the hike, watch for collared lizards. These large lizards can run on their hind feet when chasing prey. For the first half mile or so, you hike on a wide, well defined, mostly level trail. Then, the excellent trail disappears, and you start a gradual ascent to Delicate Arch. Most of the rest of the trip is on slickrock, so be alert. You have to follow cairns the rest of the way, and sometimes the "cairns" are only one rock. As you get closer to Delicate Arch, you can see Frame Arch off to your right. This arch forms a Delicate Arch 
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