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White Rim Overlook 
Type of hike: Out and back. 

Total distance: 1.5 miles (round trip). 

Elevation gain: Minimal. 

Time required: 1 2 hours. 

Maps: Trails Illustrated Island in the Sky and USGS Monument Basin. 

Starting point: Island in the Sky Picnic Area. 

Finding the trailhead: Drive 11.2 miles south from the Island in the Sky Visitor Center and turn left (east) into the picnic area. There is no trailhead sign on the main road. 

The hike: You can get a good view of the White Rim area from the parking lot, but a short enjoyable walk gives you a really good view. The White Rim Overlook trail starts at the right (south) side of the parking lot. It's flat and easy to follow the entire way. Some sections rely on well placed cairns to show the way. The trail ends at the end of a peninsula jutting out to the east from the Island in the Sky mesa. From the end of the trail, you can soak in an incredible panoramic view of the entire area. If it's near lunchtime, bring along a snack and a drink and have your lunch surrounded by the quiet beauty of the high desert before heading back to the parking lot.
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